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BULLY PREVENTION MONTH
October was National Bully Prevention Month and we spent the
month sharing information with our students and teaching them
how to identify and respond to a bullying situation. The district
has a Bully Prevention Zone on the SDMA website. Please review
the information about the district's value statement on bullying and what can be done if a
situation arises. Please call or email me if there are any concerns. There is also an online form
that can be submitted that will go to me. Mrs. Nelson, our school counselor, has been using the
Second Step Bullying Prevention lessons with our students this month.

TITLE I INFORMATION
Wakanda is a schoolwide Title I building which means that all of
the teachers work together to help every student have higher
academic achievement. The Federal Government provides us an
allotment of money based on the number of students that have
free and reduced lunch in our school. It is important to complete the free and reduced lunch
paperwork in our district, as it helps with funding several federally funded programs we

Message from Mrs. Branch
We have had an amazing fall thus far with several of our grade levels visiting our district
Environmental Site and the Menomonie Fire Department instructing our youngest learners on
�re safety! 
~Mrs. Shannon Branch, Principal
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participate in. The information is con�dential and we do not know the names of these students
nor is that how we determine who works with a Title 1 Specialist. Instead, classroom teachers
and specialists use achievement data to determine who might need additional support in
reading or math. The selected students typically work with a Title 1 Specialist during their WIN
(What I Need) time and the groups can change often. Melinda Long is the Title 1 Intervention
Specialist and Caitlin Burton is a Title 1 paraeducator that works with small groups of children
as well. We are always interested in feedback or suggestions to make Wakanda's Title 1
program the best for our students and families. Please contact Melinda Long with any
questions or suggestions. Thank you!

VETERANS DAY
We are excited to announce that Wakanda will be able to once
again honor our veterans at a special Veterans Day program on
Thursday, November 11th at 9:30 a.m. We would like to invite our
families, veterans, and community members to attend.
Please note that in order to provide a three foot space and safe
environment for our guests, only students involved in the program will be attending in the gym.
Instead, the program will be recorded and students will have the opportunity to view it or other
Veterans Day information later that day. 
 
If you have a family member that has served in the armed forces, we would like to honor
him/her in a slideshow during our program. Please email a photograph of the veteran to
brianna_feuster@msd.k12.wi.us. Please also include the following information:
*Veteran’s Name
*Branch of service
*Relationship to student
*Student name(s)
*Grade level of student(s)  
 
If you submitted a photo and information in the past and would like it included again this year,
you do not need to resend the photograph(s) and information. Please just email and let us
know the updated information. If you have a photo you would like removed, please let us
know as well.
 
***Please have all pictures/emails sent by Thursday, November 4th to be included in the
program.  
 
If you are interested in assisting with decorating for the Veteran’s Day program on Wednesday,
November 10th, please email lori_weinstein@msd.k12.wi.us or call 715-232-3898. Your help
would be appreciated! 
 
We are looking forward to seeing you at the program! 
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WAKANDA COLD WEATHER
EXPECTATIONS
As temperatures turn colder, there are expectations at Wakanda
to come to school each day dressed appropriately for the
weather. 
 
Wakanda uses this consistent Recess Thermometer daily, so
please feel free to consult it each morning so your student is
coming to school properly prepared. If you are unable to provide a
warmer Jacket or any of the "Big 5": hat, mittens/gloves, coat,
snow pants, boots, please contact our School Counselor, Mrs.
Nelson, and we will work with you to �nd these items for your child. 
 
Please note: Anytime there is snow on the ground, no matter what the temperature is, snow
pants and boots will be required for a student to be allowed off of the cement/blacktop. 
Thank you for helping to keep our students safe and warm while enjoying their outdoor
playtime! 

KINDERGARTEN 
Kindergarten has been busy the month of October! We continued learning about numbers to 10
in math. In writer's workshop, the students began writing and adding labels to their
illustrations. In reader's workshop, students have continued reading favorite fairytale books. In
social studies, the students have been learning about how to be a good citizen and have been
identifying ways that we are similar and unique. We also celebrated Fire Prevention Month with
a visit from local �re�ghters. The �re�ghters talked about ways to stay safe around �re and
about ways to be prepared in case of a �re. The students then had a chance to see a real �re
truck and ambulance. The highlight of the month was our �eld trip to the environmental site.
The students enjoyed spending a beautiful day outside learning about and observing leaves.
We ended the month of October celebrating Halloween with a variety of festive activities.  
 
FIRST GRADE 
First graders have been busy writing Small Moments stories - narratives about things that they
do or have done. They learned how to make their characters come alive by making them move,
feel, and talk in their texts.
They have also been busy learning: new snap words, how to write longer words, and good
habits when reading and tackling tricky words. The �rst grade mathematicians worked on
adding and subtracting within ten and learning new strategies to help them solve math
equations. In science, students have been investigating air through: parachutes, balloon
rockets, anemometers, pinwheels, and soon kites. First graders have also been busy learning
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what it means to be a good citizen, how to be respectful to others, as well as focusing on using
self-control throughout the day.
 
SECOND GRADE 
Happy Fall! Second graders have almost completed their 2nd month of school and they are
doing great!!! It is so much fun to see all the progress they are already making! In literacy we
are building our phonics skills by working on blends and digraphs, as well as noticing words
that are bloopers (words that do not follow phonics rules). We are continuing to work on
building our reading stamina each day as well.
In writing we are enjoying writing books about ourselves and the small moments we have had.
We are excited to share them with each other!
Our math focus in this module is understanding numbers by building them and breaking them
apart. We also continue to work on our fact �uency every day.
In science we we are completing our study of rocks and
erosion by learning about water and its three states, as well as building materials that are
made out of rocks. Next up: Learning about our past.
 
THIRD GRADE 
Third graders had a busy month! We have been learning all about Menomonie history and will
conclude the unit by taking a walk over to the Rassbach Museum on Wednesday. In math, we
started a new module focusing on measurement while continuing to work hard on learning our
multiplication facts! The third graders are using the AIM Lego Story Tales kits in writing while
incorporating story elements to generate creative stories. We will be starting to read and talk
about Mystery Books while enjoying �ashlight reading on Fridays. We are looking forward to
spending the day at the Environmental Site on Friday! So much to explore and discover at our
classroom in the woods!  
 
FOURTH GRADE 
Fourth grade is beginning one of its core math modules: multiplication and division. Students
will learn how to multiply with double digits as well as the long division algorithm. We strongly
encourage the boys and girls to practice and learn their facts as it will help them immensely as
we move through this unit.
You may �nd yourself painting your child’s bedroom or getting a new pet (seriously, it has
happened), as your fourth grader will be creating persuasive essays. Literacy also has us
reading non�ction, so there will be research done to back up these opinions developed by your
child. :)
We are completing our study of changes in the earth’s landscape over time and will begin
studying the northeast region of the United States. While learning about the geography of this
part of our county, fourth graders will also study the time period in history that includes the
French and Indian War.
 
FIFTH GRADE 
Our High-Achieving 5th Grade Elementary Seniors recently wrapped up several units of study
and will now set their sights on the “L.A.U.N.C.H.” of the annual National Park Ranger Project.
The �rst phase of our Design Thinking Framework, Look, Listen and Learn begins next week.
Students will spend the week �nding the park that was meant for them to claim as the focus of
the project. We will use the RACER format to discuss and debate our park selections. This is a



SCHOOL HOURS
8:30A.M. is our Warning Bell 
8:35A.M. is our Start Time-Attendance is Taken 
3:30P.M. is our Dismissal Time

KINDERGARTEN FIRE SAFETY!

great way to receive immediate assessment feedback and practice our PVLEGS/public
speaking skills at the same time! We will Ask Lots of Questions about our parks. Life is good in
Wakanda 5th Grade! 
 

11/2 - Picture Retake Day 
11/3 - PTO Meeting 6:30pm 
11/11 - Veterans Day Program 9:30am 
11/24 - N0 SCHOOL  
11/25 - NO SCHOOL 
11/26 - NO SCHOOL

@SDMA_Wakanda

Contact Information

801 Pine Avenue E Menomonie… 715-232-3898

wk.sdmaonline.com

https://s.smore.com/u/afbb/2b20e0dd6c0b14f83fd0371ebaea3c88.png
https://s.smore.com/u/645a/469fa273bcac6ef4d9c252f9039f1378.jpeg
https://s.smore.com/u/1f65/4eba589f3f8b787019eea57effc7d946.png
https://s.smore.com/u/dea8/2390ca7d705c258fd94dadfc93227ed1.png
http://www.twitter.com/@SDMA_Wakanda
https://s.smore.com/u/c5e2a30e3518ef07bdbd0edf5ed37f8d.jpeg
http://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=801%20Pine%20Avenue%20E%20Menomonie%2C%20WI%2054751&hl=en
tel: 715-232-3898
http://wk.sdmaonline.com/

